
The United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) represent a universal call to

action to end poverty, protect the planet, and ensure peace and prosperity by 2030. This

comprehensive resource kit is designed specifically for students researching, preparing

debates, and developing policy arguments on the 17 SDGs.

Whether you're building evidence-based debate arguments, writing academic papers, or

analyzing global development trends, this kit provides curated, authoritative sources

organized by research need.

1. Identify your SDG – Select the goal(s) relevant to your research or debate topic

2. Explore official UN sources – Start with authoritative definitions and targets

3. Gather global data – Use dashboards and indicators to support claims with evidence

4. Study real-world examples – Analyze case studies from countries and

organizations

5. Consult research and analysis – Read policy briefs from think tanks and research

institutes

6. Build balanced arguments – Synthesize information to construct factual,

persuasive positions

Start here for authoritative information about the 17 SDGs and global targets.

https://sdgs.un.org/goals

Comprehensive descriptions of all 17 Sustainable Development Goals with specific targets,

indicators, and the interconnections between goals. Essential for understanding official UN

definitions and frameworks for debate arguments.

https://sdgs.un.org/

Central hub providing news, reports, progress updates, and multimedia resources on global

SDG implementation. Includes country profiles, thematic analyses, and high-level political

declarations on sustainable development progress and challenges.

UN Sustainable Development Goals:

Student Research Resource Kit

Introduction

How to Use This Kit

Part 1: Official UN & SDG Platforms

SDG Goals Overview

UN Sustainable Development Goals Main Portal

https://sdgs.un.org/goals
https://sdgs.un.org/


https://unsdg.un.org/resources

Curated collection of policy briefs, toolkits, and strategic guidance documents for SDG

implementation. Offers in-depth analysis of SDG interconnections and practical

frameworks for understanding how development goals interact and reinforce each other.

https://www.un.org/esa/sustdev/partnerships/case_studies.htm

Repository of documented case studies showcasing SDG implementation across countries

and sectors. Provides real-world examples of successful interventions, challenges

overcome, and lessons learned in sustainable development practice.

https://www.unicef.org/sdgs/resources

Focused collection emphasizing child-centered SDG approaches including education,

health, gender equality, and child protection. Includes reports on SDG progress for

vulnerable populations and resources on children's rights within the sustainable

development framework.

Use these platforms to find statistics, indicators, and trend data that support evidence-

based arguments.

https://dashboards.sdgindex.org/

Interactive tracking platform showing SDG progress by country, region, and goal. Enables

comparative analysis of development indicators across nations and identifies

performance gaps, leadership regions, and emerging challenges in sustainable

development implementation.

https://data.worldbank.org/sdgs

Curated dataset of SDG indicators from the World Bank, covering poverty, health,

education, and economic development. Provides access to statistical evidence on

development trends, inequality patterns, and economic performance relevant to SDG

achievement.

UN Sustainable Development Group Resources

UN Case Studies on Sustainable Development

UNICEF SDG Resources

Part 2: Global Data & Tracking Dashboards

SDG Index Dashboards

World Bank SDG Data Portal

https://unsdg.un.org/resources
https://www.un.org/esa/sustdev/partnerships/case_studies.htm
https://www.unicef.org/sdgs/resources
https://dashboards.sdgindex.org/
https://data.worldbank.org/sdgs


https://ourworldindata.org/sdgs

Visualized global datasets on sustainable development metrics with historical trends.

Features interactive charts, downloadable data, and analytical essays examining progress

toward each goal with long-term perspective and comparative cross-country analysis.

https://databank.worldbank.org/source/world-development-indicators

Comprehensive database of economic, social, and environmental indicators for 200+

countries. Supports custom data downloads, time-series analysis, and comparative

visualizations for research on development challenges, poverty, inequality, and progress

metrics.

Deepen your understanding through online courses, tutorials, and guided learning

modules.

https://sdgacademy.org/

Free online learning platform offering structured courses on each Sustainable

Development Goal. Includes expert lectures, interactive modules, and certification

programs designed for student and professional understanding of SDG frameworks and

implementation strategies.

https://sdgknowledgehub.org

Centralized resource library combining research, reports, and expert commentary on SDG

implementation. Curates articles, policy briefs, and analysis from leading institutions to

support deep understanding of development challenges and evidence-based solutions.

https://worldslargestlesson.globalgoals.org

Educational platform offering classroom-ready lesson plans, videos, and activities about

the SDGs. Designed for student engagement and awareness-building, with downloadable

teaching materials and youth-focused content on global development and sustainability.

Our World in Data – SDGs

World Bank Development Indicators Databank

Part 3: Learning & Educational Platforms

SDG Academy

SDG Knowledge Hub

World's Largest Lesson – Global Goals

https://ourworldindata.org/sdgs
https://databank.worldbank.org/source/world-development-indicators
https://sdgacademy.org/
https://sdgknowledgehub.org/
https://worldslargestlesson.globalgoals.org/


https://iu.libguides.com/UNSDGs

Academic research guide curating scholarly articles, journals, and databases on SDGs.

Provides recommendations for peer-reviewed sources, research methodologies, and

institutional resources valuable for academic writing and rigorous evidence collection.

Examine real-world examples of SDG projects, successes, and lessons learned

globally.

https://www.sdgfund.org/library

Searchable repository of development projects funded by the UN SDG Fund. Documents

implementation approaches, project outcomes, and lessons learned across countries and

sectors, providing practical examples of how SDGs translate into field-based action.

https://learning.urbansdgplatform.org/casestudy/

Specializes in SDG implementation within cities and urban contexts. Showcases municipal

development projects, city-level policy innovations, and urban solutions addressing SDGs

with emphasis on practical adaptation and scaling of successful interventions.

https://globalgoals.directory/insights/case-studies

Curated collection of organization profiles and project case studies demonstrating SDG

progress. Highlights corporate, nonprofit, and governmental initiatives working toward

sustainable development with documentation of impact metrics and implementation

strategies.

Focus on specialized topics: environment, gender equality, partnerships, and

innovation.

https://www.unep.org

Global authority on environmental sustainability and SDG implementation. Provides

research, policy guidance, and resources on climate action, biodiversity, pollution, and

natural resource management essential for understanding environmental dimensions of

sustainable development.

Indiana University SDG Research Guide

Part 4: Case Study & Implementation Libraries

SDG Fund Library

Urban SDG Platform Case Studies

Global Goals Directory – Case Studies

Part 5: Thematic & Sector-Specific SDG Hubs

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)

https://iu.libguides.com/UNSDGs
https://www.sdgfund.org/library
https://learning.urbansdgplatform.org/casestudy/
https://globalgoals.directory/insights/case-studies
https://www.unep.org/


https://www.unwomen.org

Dedicated platform for SDG 5 (Gender Equality) and gender-responsive development.

Offers research, country data, policy briefs, and resources on women's empowerment,

rights, and participation critical for understanding gender dimensions across all 17 SDGs.

https://www.globalpartnership.org

Focused on SDG 4 (Quality Education) and educational development globally. Provides

research, country strategy documents, and evidence on education quality, access, and

equity with emphasis on implementation approaches in developing regions.

https://uplink.weforum.org

Platform connecting SDG solutions with innovators and implementers. Showcases

emerging technologies, social enterprises, and innovative approaches to sustainable

development challenges with focus on scalable solutions and multi-stakeholder

partnerships.

Access in-depth analysis, policy recommendations, and expert perspectives on SDGs.

https://www.iisd.org

Independent think tank producing research and policy analysis on sustainable

development. Covers SDG implementation, trade-development linkages, and institutional

reform with rigorous academic research and practical policy recommendations.

https://www.oecd.org/global-relations/sustainable-development/

Advanced policy analysis and comparative research on SDG implementation across

developed and developing nations. Provides analytical frameworks, statistical studies, and

policy recommendations grounded in economic and social evidence.

https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/what-are-un-sustainable-development-goals

Authoritative overview and analysis of the SDGs from international relations perspective.

Explains goal interconnections, implementation challenges, financing gaps, and

geopolitical dimensions of sustainable development with expert analysis.

UN Women – Gender Equality Resources

Global Partnership for Education

World Economic Forum – Uplink

Part 6: Policy, Think Tanks & Research

International Institute for Sustainable Development (IISD)

OECD Sustainable Development Hub

Council on Foreign Relations – SDG Backgrounder

https://www.unwomen.org/
https://www.globalpartnership.org/
https://uplink.weforum.org/
https://www.iisd.org/
https://www.oecd.org/global-relations/sustainable-development/
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/what-are-un-sustainable-development-goals


https://www.weforum.org

Global risk analysis, trend research, and forward-looking reports on sustainable

development. Covers systemic challenges, multi-sector solutions, and emerging trends

affecting SDG achievement with emphasis on innovation and stakeholder collaboration.

Category Goals Research Focus

People 1, 2, 3, 4, 5
Poverty, hunger, health, education,

gender equality

Planet
6, 7, 12, 13,

14, 15

Water, energy, consumption, climate,

oceans, biodiversity

Prosperity 8, 9, 10, 11
Employment, industry, inequality,

cities

Peace &

Partnership
16, 17

Governance, institutions, global

collaboration

Select your SDG and debate motion. Use Official UN Platforms to understand official

frameworks and targets.

Consult Global Data & Tracking Dashboards for statistics supporting your claims.

Strengthen arguments with measurable indicators.

Explore Case Study Libraries to document real-world successes, failures, or

implementation challenges relevant to your position.

Read Policy & Think Tank Research for sophisticated analysis, counterarguments, and

nuanced perspectives on complex SDG issues.

World Economic Forum – Main Research

Quick Reference: SDG Categories & Focus Areas

Research Strategy: Building Debate Arguments Using

These Resources

Step 1: Define Your Position

Step 2: Gather Evidence

Step 3: Illustrate With Examples

Step 4: Deepen Analysis

https://www.weforum.org/


Use Learning Platforms and Thematic Hubs to grasp interconnections between goals and

sector-specific challenges affecting your argument.

Synthesize findings into balanced, evidence-based positions grounded in authoritative

sources—essential for credible debate performance and academic writing.

✓ Prioritize official UN sources – SDGS.UN.org and specialized agency platforms carry

highest authority

✓ Triangulate data – Cross-reference statistics from multiple dashboards for accuracy

✓ Document sources – Always note URLs, access dates, and publication details for

citations

✓ Study interconnections – Understand how SDGs interact; rarely is one goal achievable

in isolation

✓ Balance perspectives – Review case studies showing both successes and

implementation challenges

✓ Stay current – SDG progress reports and data are updated annually—check dates

Last Updated: December 2025

This resource kit is designed for educational use. For debate preparation, academic research,

and evidence-based policymaking, consult primary sources and academic literature in

addition to these resources.

Step 5: Understand Context

Step 6: Strengthen Your Argument

Final Notes for Students

http://sdgs.un.org/

